
St. Johns River Water Management District

Ecosystem Management Prescriptions Recommended for Conservation Easements Conveyed to the District Solely for Mitigation
The following practices are recommended to reduce the risk of wildfire in conservation easements conveyed to the St. Johns River Water Management District for mitigation, and which should be considered for inclusion in a wildfire risk reduction plan.
1. Pine flatwoods and sandhills
a. Overstory
i. Maintain density of 60‒90 square feet of basal area through logging or cutting of individual trees. When density approaches 90 square feet of basal area, perform thinning to reduce overall density back to 60 square feet of basal area.
ii. Encourage longleaf or slash pine dominance by selecting species other than longleaf or slash pine for removal, whenever cutting or thinning is required to maintain the requisite basal area.

iii. Remove dead trees that are within a tree length of the conservation easement boundary to reduce the risk of a dead tree falling on anyone or on an occupied dwelling.
b. Understory

i. Maintain the height of flammable shrubs (palmetto, gallberry, wax myrtles, etc.) at or below three feet in height. Accomplish this through (in declining order of preference):

1. Prescribed burning on a 3‒4 year return interval.

2. Mechanical mowing on a 3‒4 year return interval

3. Drum chopping on a 3‒6 year return interval.

2. Scrub
a. Overstory

i. Remove sand pines that are within 100 feet of the perimeter of the conservation easement.

ii. Cut sand pine through out the easement once every 28‒40 years to regenerate the stand mimicking the natural process.
iii. Maintain scrub oak below 15 feet of height for any oaks within 100 feet of the occupied buildings by cutting or drum chopping .

b. Understory 

i. Maintain the height of flammable shrubs (palmetto, gallberry, lyonia, etc.) at or below three feet in height. Accomplish this through (in declining order of preference):

1. Prescribed burning on a 3‒4 year return interval.

2. Mechanical mowing on a 3‒4 year return interval

3. Drum chopping on a 3‒6 year return interval.

3. Hardwood hammock

a. Overstory

i. Remove any dead trees that may extend beyond the perimeter of the easement if they fall.

4. Forested wetlands
a. Overstory

i. Remove any dead trees that may extend beyond the perimeter of the easement if they fall.

b. Understory

i.  Perform prescribed burns in ecotonal areas on a 3‒4 year return interval.

