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WILDLIFE DRIVE SCHEDULE

The wildlife drive entrance gate is open from 7 a.m.
to 3 p.m. on Fridays, Saturdays, Sundays and federal
holidays. All vehicles must exit the drive by 5 p.m.

ABOUT THIS PROPERTY

Lake Apopka is the headwaters of the Upper
Ocklawaha River Basin Chain of Lakes (Harris
Chain). At approximately 48.4 square miles in size,
Lake Apopka is the fourth largest lake in Florida
and receives water from spring flow, rainfall and
stormwater runoff.

The Lake Apopka Restoration Act of 1985

and Florida’s Surface Water Improvement and
Management (SWIM) Act in 1987 paved the way
for restoration of Apopka’s former farmlands.

In 1996, the St. Johns River Water Management
District purchased farms along the lake’s north
shore, which were identified as a major source

of phosphorus loading. In 2003, an innovative
760-acre marsh flow-way system began operating,
functioning as a natural filter that continuously
removes algae, suspended solids (fine dirt and
organic particles floating in the water), and excess
nutrients from the water.

After nearly 40 years of “diet” to reduce phosphorus
entering the lake and “exercise” to remove
phosphorus already in the water, the lake is
rebounding. Since restoration efforts began, total
phosphorus, a major contributor to harmful algal
blooms, has declined by 67 percent and water clarity
has improved by 66 percent.

Today, the Lake Apopka North Shore helps protect
water quality, cultural resources, native flora and
fauna and provides water storage and natural
resource-based recreation.
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ONLINE DONATIONS

Like all District properties, the Lake Apopka
North Shore, including the wildlife drive, is

free to visit. However, many individuals express
interest in contributing directly to the property’s
upkeep. The District welcomes online donations to
support sanitation, recreational
maintenance, security, and
visitor brochures and maps. If
you choose to give, thank you!
You may visit the donation page
at sjrwmd.com/LANS or by using
this QR code.

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS

e 24-hour recorded information: (386) 329-4404

o Land Resources: (386) 329-4401
(Monday-Friday, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.)

o FWC wildlife violations: (888) 404-3922
o Non-emergency after hours: (407) 620-8215
o Emergency: 911

FOR MORE INFORMATION

To learn more about the District’s work at
Lake Apopka North Shore and recreational
opportunities, visit the District’s website.

Restoration work: sjrwmd.com

Recreation: sjrwmd.com/lands/recreation

St. Johns River
Water Management District

P.O. Box 1429 « Palatka, FL 32178
Palatka: (386) 329-4401
sjrwmd.com

©2026 St. Johns River Water Management District
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TRAIL AND WILDLIFE

DRIVE GUIDE

[ake Apopka

NORTH SHORE
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