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outparcels. There are several public conservation lands
on the boundaries of this project, including the
Matanzas State Forest, the Faver-Dykes State Park, the
Pellicer Creek Conservation Area, and at the southern
end, the Haw Creek Preserve State Park. The Pringle
Creek Forest Florida Forever project and the Northeast
Florida Blueway Florida Forever project also abut this
project, on the eastern side.

Historically this was a mix of mesic and wet pine
flatwoods. Currently the trees on this land are mainly
stands of slash pine up to 40 years old, with understory
that ranges from heavily wooded with shrubs to no
understory in areas where the pines are bedded.
Commercial pine plantations account for about half of
the acreage. Natural uplands are about 5 percent of the
project. with small patches of wet and mesic flatwoods.
Other areas have scrub, scrubby flatwoods and sandhill
terrain.

Wetland communities make up the majority of natural
communities on the property. about 40 percent of the
area. Vegetation is generally dominated by bald cypress
or swamp tupelo, with other wetland trees and shrubs.
Isolated wetlands are abundant throughout the property.
Dome swamps dominated by pond cypress (Taxodium
ascendens) and open depression marshes are common
within the pine plantation and flatwoods uplands.
Several natural lakes occur on the property, with the
largest in the southeast quarter — Speckled Perch Lake,
Black Lake, and Tank Lake. These are in a higher, more
xeric portion of the property. Baygall vegetation
dominated by loblolly bay (Gordonia lasianthus) and
slash pine surrounding these lakes indicates the
increased seepage originating from the xeric uplands.

Public Use

The project is planned to be a less-than-fee acquisition,
which would limit the ability of the state to provide
public use. However, the project proposal has suggested
recreational uses hosted by the landowners once the
state acquires and precludes the rights to use the
property for more intensive uses. Some parts of the
property could be acquired in fee-simple to augment the
adjoining and existing public lands. in which case the
acquired land would be managed by the agency already
managing those adjacent lands.

360

Acquisition Planning

This Less-than-Fee project was sponsored in a proposal
by the Conservation Trust of Florida, and was presented
to the Acquisition and Restoration Council at the
October 16, 2015 meeting.

Coordination
There are no partners in the acquisition at this time.

Management Prospectus

The Office of Environmental Services of the Division
of State Lands is tasked with ensuring the oversight of
the conservation easement on this project. If any of the
lands in this project are acquired in fee-simple, they
would be managed according to the management plans
of the associated public conservation land.




Northeast Florida Blueway

Duval, Flagler and St. Johns Counties

Purpose for State Acquisition

Public acquisition of this project will contribute to the
following Florida Forever goals: (1) Increase the
protection of Florida’s biodiversity at the species,
natural community, and landscape levels — helps to
maintain shoreline plant communities on the Tolomato
& Matanzas rivers, benefiting the manatees that spend
the warm season in these water; (2) Increase the amount
of open space available in urban areas —serves as a vital
connection in the Statewide System of Greenways and
Trails: (3) Increase natural resource-based public
recreation and educational opportunities — offers many
resource-based recreation opportunities both directly
and indirectly: fishing, canoeing, bicycling, and
camping, to name a few; (4) Protect, restore, and
maintain the quality and natural functions of land,
water, and wetland systems of the state — connectivity
with other areas contribute to ongoing governmental
efforts to protect and restore the regional land and
water; and (5) Increase the amount of forestland
available for sustainable management of natural
resources — areas observed within the Rayonier property
that are capable of producing pine timber products have
been site prepared and planted.

Manager

The City of Jacksonville, the Florida Forest Service
(FFS) of the Department of Agriculture and Consumer
Services (DACS), and the Division of Recreation and

Northeast Florida Blueway
FNAI Elements

Manatee G2/82
Florida Black Bear G5T2/S2
Gopher Tortoise G3/53
Wood Stork G4/82
Yellow Hibiscus G4G5/82
Roscate Spoonbill G5/82
American Oystercatcher G5/82
Eastern Diamondback Rattlesnake G4/53
Least Tern G4/83
Bald Eagle G5/83
Qsprey G5/8354
Little Bluc Heron G354

16 rare species are associated with the project

388

Climate Change Lands

Parks (DRP) of the Department of Environmental
Protection (DEP).

General Description

This project is composed of many publicly and
privately owned uplands and wetlands along both sides
of the Intracoastal Waterway, the Tolomato and
Matanzas rivers and selected tributaries, from the Duval
County line south to the Flagler County line.
Marshlands, open water, and small islands of shrub and
hammock vegetation are 92 percent of the public lands.
The intention of the project is to connect existing
natural areas and greenspace to form a conservation
lands corridor along the north-south waterway. It is
adjacent to the following managed areas: Guana
Tolomato Matanzas National Estuarine Research
Reserve (several WMD Conservation Areas included
therein), Faver-Dykes State Park, Guana River State
Park, Deep Creck State Forest, and Ft. Matanzas
National Monument.

Public Use

This project would support primitive camping
opportunities with canoceing and kayaking taking place
within the waterway and associated creeks. Some of the
larger parcels may have potential for archacological
interpretation and nature study trails, depending on the
ability of the public to gain access. The DRP proposes
to manage the St. Johns County portion north of Faver-
Dykes State Park and south of a haul road between US

Placed on List 2001
Project Area (GIS Acres) 27,917
Acres Acquired (GIS) 15,801*
at a Cost of $32,438,430™
Acres Remaining (GIS) 12,116
Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $30,059,986

*Acquisition Includes lands owned by public entities and
NGOs.

**Money spent includes funds spent by the Board of
Trustees (current) and acquisition partners (requires
updating).
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Management Procedures
for
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State Owned or Controlled Lands
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Northeast Florida Blueway

Duval, Flagler and St. Johns Counties

Purpose for State Acquisition

Public acquisition of this project will contribute to the
following Florida Forever goals: (1) Increase the
protection of Florida’s biodiversity at the species,
natural community, and landscape levels — helps to
maintain shoreline plant communities on the Tolomato
& Matanzas rivers, benefiting the manatees that spend
the warm season in these water; (2) Increase the amount
of open space available in urban areas —serves as a vital
connection in the Statewide System of Greenways and
Trails: (3) Increase natural resource-based public
recreation and educational opportunities — offers many
resource-based recreation opportunities both directly
and indirectly: fishing, canoeing, bicycling, and
camping, to name a few; (4) Protect, restore, and
maintain the quality and natural functions of land,
water, and wetland systems of the state — connectivity
with other areas contribute to ongoing governmental
efforts to protect and restore the regional land and
water; and (5) Increase the amount of forestland
available for sustainable management of natural
resources — areas observed within the Rayonier property
that are capable of producing pine timber products have
been site prepared and planted.

Manager

The City of Jacksonville, the Florida Forest Service
(FFS) of the Department of Agriculture and Consumer
Services (DACS), and the Division of Recreation and
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16 rare species are associated with the project
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Climate Change Lands

Parks (DRP) of the Department of Environmental
Protection (DEP).

General Description

This project is composed of many publicly and
privately owned uplands and wetlands along both sides
of the Intracoastal Waterway, the Tolomato and
Matanzas rivers and selected tributaries, from the Duval
County line south to the Flagler County line.
Marshlands, open water, and small islands of shrub and
hammock vegetation are 92 percent of the public lands.
The intention of the project is to connect existing
natural areas and greenspace to form a conservation
lands corridor along the north-south waterway. It is
adjacent to the following managed areas: Guana
Tolomato Matanzas National Estuarine Research
Reserve (several WMD Conservation Areas included
therein), Faver-Dykes State Park, Guana River State
Park, Deep Creck State Forest, and Ft. Matanzas
National Monument.

Public Use

This project would support primitive camping
opportunities with canoceing and kayaking taking place
within the waterway and associated creeks. Some of the
larger parcels may have potential for archacological
interpretation and nature study trails, depending on the
ability of the public to gain access. The DRP proposes
to manage the St. Johns County portion north of Faver-
Dykes State Park and south of a haul road between US

Placed on List 2001
Project Area (GIS Acres) 27,917
Acres Acquired (GIS) 15,801*
at a Cost of $32,438,430™
Acres Remaining (GIS) 12,116
Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $30,059,986

*Acquisition Includes lands owned by public entities and
NGOs.

**Money spent includes funds spent by the Board of
Trustees (current) and acquisition partners (requires
updating).
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Land Management Reviews
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Compliance with Local Comprehensive Plan(s)

(Will be inserted once received)
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State Forest Management Plan
Advisory Group Summary



Management Plan Advisory Group Organizational Meeting

Matanzas State Forest

10 -Year Land Management Plan

MPAG Members Present:

MPAG Members Not Present:

Anthony Petellat
Justin Ellenberger
Heather Venter
Chris Clauson
Paul Waldron
Scott Lane

Ricky Lackey

Chris Wadelton

Alan Davis, FFS

Bill Korn, FFS
Donald King, FFS
Jeff Darr, FFS
Justina Jones, FFS
Gary Carpenter, FF5
Kevin Micieli, FFS

Guests:

Meeting Start Time: 10:30a.m.

Judy Simms
Linda Matzke
Peggy Cook
Chris DeVries

Mr. Davis opened the meeting, introduced himself, and continued by explaining the purpose,
statutory framework and management plan development process within which MPAG members

April 11, 2018
10:30 a.m.

Meeting Minutes

Florida Forest Service (FFS)

Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC)
St. Johns River Water Management District (SJRWMD)
Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP)
Local Elected Official (St. Johns County Commissioner)
Local Private Property Owner

Local Conservation Organization (N.W.T.F.)

St. Johns Soil & Water Conservation District

Back Country Horseman, First Coast Chapter

Back Country Horseman, First Coast Chapter
St. Johns County Audubon
St. Johns County Environmental Division

are called upon to provide input into the draft land management plan.

Mr. Davis also explained the Sunshine Law’s role in the MPAG public hearings and MPAG

member appointment timeframe.
Mr. Davis provided an overview of how the meetings were advertised to the public.

Mr. Davis stated the MPAG meeting was advertised through local newspaper (The St. Augustine
Record), Florida Administrative Weekly, FFS webpage, as well as posted on the kiosk at the
entrance to the forest. It was also announced at the St. Johns County Commission meeting on

April 3, 2018.









e Mr. Darr welcomed everyone and gave a PowerPoint presentation on the draft plan, the plan
included the location of Matanzas State Forest along with boundaries, Florida statutes
concerning State Forests, historical data and nine (9) goals and objectives to be accomplished on
the forest during the next ten (10) years. The presentation also included the current status of
MaSF.

¢« Mr. Davis thanked Mr. Darr. Mr. Davis then asked FFS staff to the front of the room for a
question/Answer session.

¢ (Question - Ms. Simms asked about the possibility of FFS teaching a course on the identification
of non-native plants for the public. Mr. Carpenter informed her that IFAS holds those types of
classes for the public.

e Question — Ms, Cook wanted to know the exact location of the planned hiking trail. She was
concerned that the area was too wet. She asked if any trees would be removed to install the
trail. Mr. Darr commented that a portion of the trail would be re-routed around the wet areas
and that no trees would be removed.

¢ With no other questions, Mr. Davis moved to the public input of the meeting by confirming from
the Speaker Forms. There were two (2) people wishing to speak during the public hearing phase
of the meeting. He asked if there was anyone else.

Speakers (2):

e Ms. Simms - Would like for equestrians to be able to ride from Faver-Dykes State Park north
through MaSF. The Back County Horseman (BCH) First Coast Chapter can apply for grants to
help make this possible. Improvements/requesting — signage, clear trails, horses can’t walk on
rocks that are in road material, can’t walk on edge of roads because of ditches, and steep slope,
parking area is too small, can’t make the turn into the parking lot, would like to have a parking
area/trailhead at a different location inside the forest (Pop Burney/Longleaf Roads).

e Ms. Matzke - group’s purpose is to establish unpaved horse trails throughout St. Johns County,
benefits/impacts (economic) of equestrians were listed. The BCH First Coast Chapter would
eventually (long term goal) like to have an endurance competition (ride) from Princess Place to
Moses Creek (through MaSF). Benefits (health) to horseback riders were explained. It was
mentioned that trails provide an outdoor learning classroom for riders, BCH want to provide
assistance to FFS to help get these things accomplished.

¢  Mr. Davis thanked Ms. Simms and Ms. Matzke for their comments and advised we would look at
their concerns during the workshop meeting at 1:30 pm.

s With no other speakers, Mr. Davis thanked everyone for their time, and adjourned the public
hearing.

Meeting End Time: 11:43 a.m.
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State Forest Summary Budget
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Arthropod Control Plans on MaSF
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