Joint Public Workshop for
Minimum Flows and Levels
Priority Lists and Schedules
for the Central Florida Water
Initiative (CFWI) Area

St. Johns River Water Management District (SJRWMD)
Southwest Florida Water Management District (SWFWMD)
South Florida Water Management District (SFWMD)

August 28, 2026




Agenda

Introductions and background.......... Andrew Sutherland, SJIRWMD
SIRWMD MFLs Priority List ............... Andrew Sutherland, SJRWMD
SWFWMD MFLs Priority List.......ccccceeervneenns Gabe Herrick, SWFWMD
SFWMD MFLs Priority List.....ccccccoevuueeenann.e. James Beerens, SFWMD

Stakeholder comments
Adjourn



Statutory Directive for Minimum Flows
and Minimum Water Levels (MFLs)

Water management districts or the Florida Department of

Environmental Protection (DEP) must establish MFLs that set the
limit or level...

“...at which further withdrawals would be significantly harmful
to the water resources or ecology of the area.”

Subsection 373.042 (1), Florida Statutes



District Priority Lists and Schedules Meet
Statutory and Rule Requirements

" MFLs Priority lists include:

= Waters that are regionally significant, and have the potential for
significant harm due to water withdrawal

= Waters experiencing or reasonably expected to experience adverse
impacts

= |dentification of MFLs the districts will voluntarily subject to
independent scientific peer review

= |dentification of MFLs systems that have the potential to be affected
by withdrawals from an adjacent water management district



District Priority Lists and Schedules Meet
Statutory and Rule Requirements

Annual priority list and schedule required by statute for each district
Submitted to District Governing Boards for approval

Submitted to Florida Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) for
review by November 15, 2026

Districts are seeking stakeholder input

Written comments may be submitted to/by:

SIRWMD Sep 30, 2026, Andrew Sutherland, asutherl@sjrwmd.com
SWFWMD Sep 30, 2026, Gabe Herrick, gabe.herrick@swfwmd.state.fl.us
SFWMD Sep 26, 2026, James Beerens, jabeeren@sfwmd.gov



Central Florida Water Initiative

®  Collaborative process among DEP,
SJRWMD, SFWMD, SWFWMD,
Florida Department of Agriculture
and Consumer Services (FDACS),
regional public water supply utilities,
and other stakeholders

=  CFWI Planning Area includes Orange, [
Osceola, Polk, Seminole, and
southern Lake counties

= Evolved from previous Central
Florida Coordination Area efforts

Manatee Hardee




Central Florida Water Initiative (continued)

Chapter 62-41, Florida Administrative
Code, effective on June 21, 2021 { sumter

N
Hermando i

These rules address the consumptive
uses of water within the CFWI area

They also address a uniform process
for setting minimum flows/levels and
reservations within the CFWI area

Meeting between WMDs and DEP to
discuss MFLs is required each year

Manatee Hardee




SJIRWMD
Draft 2026 MFLs Priority List and Schedule

SIRWMD MFLs webpage:
https://www.sjrwmd.com/minimumflowsandlevels/



https://www.sjrwmd.com/minimumflowsandlevels/

Updates

* Wekiva River Basin Systems: move to 2028
e Sylvan Lake: move to 2028

* Recommend moving these systems due to their
status (P or R), need for a Strategy, and time
required to work with stakeholders to develop
water supply and water resource development
projects necessary to recover these systems.



Updates

Upper Ocklawaha River Basin Lakes (Lake County):
e Changing Priority Year to 2029
Lake Weir (Marion County):
e Changing Priority Year from 2028 to 2027
Johns Lake (Lake and Orange Counties)
e Seeking governing board approval for adoption Sept. GB (9/8/2026)
Lake Prevatt (Orange County):

* Seeking governing board approval for adoption Oct. GB (10/13/2026)
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SIRWMD 2026 MFLs Priority List and Schedule

- Vol P B
Priority New or Re Water Body Name County oluntary Peer Cross-Boundary
Year Evaluation Review Impacts?

Johns Lake* Orange / Lake

2026
Re-Evaluation Lake Prevatt* Orange

2027 Re-Evaluation Lake Weir Marion

Seminole /

New Little Wekiva River (and assoc. springs) .
Re-Evaluation Wekiva River at SR46* Seminole / Lake

Seminole /

) . . . o)
Re-Evaluation Wekiwa Springs (and assoc. spring) Orange

Re-Evaluation Rock Springs* Orange
Re-Evaluation Sylvan Lake* Seminole

New Lake Apopka* Lake
New Lake Griffin Lake
New Lake Harris (or other Burrell Basin Lakes) Lake

* CFWI water bodies




Adopted MFLs and New Methods

Focusing on adopted MFLs

MFLs Network Optimization process to identify sentinel systems
Environmental recon to verify older (20 — 30 yr) MFLs metrics
Model development and assessment of older MFLs

Adopted MFLs that may be in Prevention or Recovery based on
updated modeling and assessment

Ongoing work may lead to Priority List additions

New and Evolving Methods

 Statistical modeling, biomonitoring, field data collection, flowing

systems, etc...
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SWFWMD
Draft 2026 Priority List and Schedule

SWFWMD MFLs webpage:
https://www.swfwmd.state.fl.us/projects/mfls
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https://www.swfwmd.state.fl.us/projects/mfls

System Name

® Proposed Levels

Aurora, Lake
Eagle Lake
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System Name
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Upper Withlacoochee, Lower Withlacoochee, and SWUCA SWIMAL rescheduled from 2026 to 2027. Crystal
River/Kings Bay rescheduled from 2027 to 2029.




2028

System Name

county(S) 7 7 Legend

® Proposed Levels

Lake Anoka
Lake Dan
Lake Letta
Lake Lotela
Mound Lake

Reevaluation
Reevaluation
Reevaluation
Reevaluation

Reevaluation

There are no changes from the previous list.
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Crews Lake, Homosassa, Chassahowitzka, and Rainbow are new additions. Crystal River/Kings Bay rescheduled from
2027.
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SFWMD
Draft 2026 Priority List and Schedule

MFL Website: Reservations Website:
www.sfwmd.qgov/our-work/mfl www.sfwmd.qgov/our-work/water-reservations



http://www.sfwmd.gov/our-work/mfl
http://www.sfwmd.gov/our-work/mfl
http://www.sfwmd.gov/our-work/mfl
http://www.sfwmd.gov/our-work/water-reservations
http://www.sfwmd.gov/our-work/water-reservations
http://www.sfwmd.gov/our-work/water-reservations
http://www.sfwmd.gov/our-work/water-reservations
http://www.sfwmd.gov/our-work/water-reservations

SFWMD Approved Priority List and Schedule
Posted in Two Locations on Website
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2026 South Florida Environmental Report
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Minimum Flows & Minimum Water
Levels

Requirements for minimum flows and minimum water
levels for Florida's water bodies prevent significant harm by
permitted water withdrawals.
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Water Supply Planning
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Florida Statewide Annual Report

Chapter 2: al Year 2024-2025 Annual Work Plan Performance

Chapter3: 2025 Priority Water Bodies

The Fl Department of Environmental Protection has published the Florida Statewide Annual Report on Total
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SFWMD Draft 2026 Priority List & Schedule

= There are no waterbodies proposed for the 2026 Priority
List within the Central Florida Water Initiative Area

= Districtwide Priority List will be presented at the October
8 Governing Board meeting
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Stakeholder
Comments / Questions?
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Stakeholder Comment

Written comments may be submitted to/by:

SJIRWMD Sep 30, 2026, Andrew Sutherland, asutherl@sjrwmd.com
SWFWMD Sep 30, 2026, Gabe Herrick, gabe.herrick@swfwmd.state.fl.us
SFWMD Sep 26, 2026, James Beerens, jabeeren@sfwmd.gov

Governing Board meetings open to the public:

SIRWMD Oct 13,2026 Palatka
SWFWMD  Oct 27,2026 Tampa
SFWMD Oct 8, 2026 West Palm Beach
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