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Southern Water Use Caution Area 
Southwest Florida Water Management District 

Conceptual Map 
Showing Areas Of 
Resource Concern 



 
• SWUCA was declared by the 

SWFWMD in 1992. 
• Concerns include 

advancing coastal 
saltwater intrusion in the 
Floridan Aquifer 

• Recovery Strategy: 
 “The Recovery Strategy 

focuses on supplying the 
majority of the water needs of 
the residential and 
commercial land uses with 
surface water (mostly 
captured high flows of rivers), 
reclaimed water and 
desalinated seawater.” 

Southern Water Use Caution Area 





Peace River Manasota 
Regional Water Supply Authority 

Peace River Facility 



Lower Peace River MFL 
 SWFWMD; April 2010 

Reference:  ‘Proposed Minimum Flow and Level for Lower Peace River and Shell Creek’ (SWFWMD; April 2010) 

Block 
Allowable Percent 
Reduction in Flow 

Under: 

Block 1 (April 20 – June 25) 16% 

Block 1 (April 20 – June 25) 
 29% 

Block 1 (April 20 – June 25) 
 38% 

Summary of allowable percent reduction in flow for Lower Peace River by Block after 
Meeting transitional flow thresholds. 
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Reservoir 
Concept to Reality 

 

1992 SWFWMD Purchases RV Griffin 
Reserve – 9 Square Miles in DeSoto Co. 

2009 Authority completes Reservoir 



Reservoir Embankment 
• Withstand Category 

5 hurricane 
• Freeboard to retain 

60-inches of 72 hour 
rainfall storm event 

• Soil cement erosion 
protection 

• Strip drains to 
enhance drainage 
of trapped water 

• Soil buttress berm to 
support soil cement 

• Additional drainage 
features: chimney 
drain, blanket drain, 
and toe drains 

Reservoir is Highly Engineered Structure 



Expansion Program 
Source of Funds Amount 

Authority Funds $ 185 M 

SWFWMD Grant 
Funds $ 110 M 

SB444 Funds $   26 M 

WRAP Funds $     5 M 

U.S EPA Grant 
Funds $     9 M 

$ 335 M 

Peace River Manasota 
Regional Water Supply Authority 



Peace River Facility 



“authority’s reservoir  
visionary and exciting” 

“project was way 
ahead of its time and 
should be a model for 
the state” 

Charlotte Sun Herald; April 28, 2012 



‘Vision for 
2025’ 

Peace River Manasota 
Regional Water Supply Authority 



• Optimize resource 
management ‘Right Water at 
the Right Time’ 

• Diversity of sources 
• Rotational capacity 
• System reliability 
• Reserve capacity 
• Better match supply and 

demand 
• Optimize financial 

investment 

Regional Interconnected System 



Sarasota Herald-Tribune; January 16, 2014 
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